1* Introduction and results* In the present paper we concern ourselves with the value-distribution of differential polynomials. We make use or results from value-distribution theory and we use the common notations m(r, /), N(r, /), Γ(r, /), JV(r, /), S(r, /) and so on. (cf., e.g., [3] , [8] ).
There has been quite a bit of investigation (cf.
[2], [12]- [14] ) of Picard values of certain expressions in a meromorphic function / such as f n f or f n + /'. Our article extends some of the previous results, especially those of W. K. Hay man [4] and L. R. Sons [9] . Let / be a meromorphic function-in this paper always in the sense of meromorphic in the whole plane-and let n Q , n lf , n k be nonnegative entire numbers. We call 
Proof. Starting with
Q[f] = Σ?=i ffy^t/l ( cf ( 2 )) we can repre- sent Q[f] as Q[f] -Σ?=i Q?
3=1
Hence We conclude by proving a lemma that will enable us to compare the orders of growth of a differential polynomial in / with those of /. (ii) lim inf r -oo log Γ^rJ/log r ^ lim inf,._«, log T 2 (r)/log r. ,fo) ), r-^co, n.e., the inequalities λ(/i) ^ λ(/ 2 ) and p{f) ^ p(f 2 ) hold. , p n of P[f] and iί in z 0 respectively (remember that n ^ 3 + Γ P by assumption).
This implies in particular that for meromorphic functions f and f 2 with T(r, f) = O(T(r
Using the notations of Lemma 2 we can write this as Here use was made of Lemma l(i). Keeping in mind however that Γ P <; n -3 we get
The rest is easy.
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